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ROCHESTER — Community members packed downtown Rochester Monday night to celebrate 
the arts’ impact on the city during a celebration filled with music, poetry and even a theatrical 
plot twist. 

The 5th annual Rochester Arts Awards night paid special recognition Monday to a number of 
individuals and entities who, through the support of the arts, have enriched and revitalized the 
city and its culture. 

“The quality of talent every year has gotten better and better,” said Matt Wyatt, chair of the 
Rochester Arts and Culture Commission, the organizer of the annual awards night. “It’s great we 
have so many people come together, (to) push this city forward through the arts.” 

This year’s award recipients included Molly Meulenbroek and the Rochester Historic District 
Commission for their work on the renovation of the Rochester City Hall annex, a historic 
Wakefield Street building that was slated for demolition before they stepped in. 

Three awards were given for recent theater productions — Scott Severance and the Rochester 
Opera House were recognized for “12 Angry Jurors,” the Homeschool Theatre Guild for “The 
Jungle Book,” and Millworks Theatre Troupe for “Fiddler On The Roof.” Millworks’ award was 
this year’s winner of the People’s Choice Award. 

Awards were also given to visual artist James Chase, storyteller Joanne Piazzi, RiverStones 
Custom Framing, the Rochester Recreation Department, the Rochester Farmers Market, and 
Frisbie Memorial Hospital for various projects and initiatives. 



The Greater Rochester Chamber of Commerce was also recognized for its annual Christmas 
parade. Rochester Radar, a community arts and entertainment publication by Foster’s Daily 
Democrat and Seacoast Media Group, also received an award. 

Monday night’s plot twist came in the form of the city bestowing retiring Rochester Main Street 
Director Mike Provost with a ceremonial key to the city during the awards ceremony. Provost 
was on hand because he and Main Street had a supportive hand in a number of the evening’s 
award recipients’ efforts, and his passion and support for the arts and Rochester as a whole were 
celebrated Monday night. 

“I don’t know anyone who works any harder than Mike,” said Mayor Caroline McCarley. “He’s 
been magical for the city.” 

Provost said he alone isn’t responsible for what Main Street has helped to shepherd in Rochester. 
He credited his organization’s volunteers, the individuals in attendance Monday and the overall 
community for their drive and commitment to revitalizing the Lilac City. 

“You can doing anything working together,” said Provost. 

As a part of Monday’s ceremony, Aug. 14 was also declared Rochester Arts and Culture Day, 
which each year begins Rochester Art Week. 

In addition to a performance by the Rochester-based Granite State Choral Society and readings 
by city Poet Laureate Katie Hogan O’Connor, Monday also featured a keynote address from Jay 
Dick of the Americans for the Arts. 

Dick’s office recently published a new national Arts and Economic Prosperity study, which 
found the arts represented a more than $12 million industry in Rochester in 2015. The study also 
found that individuals visiting Rochester for the arts spent $7.9 million in 2015, or 2.5 times 
more than the previous study in 2010.  

Dick said those numbers are significant and show the power the arts have in uniting people. 
That’s something he, O’Connor and others said Monday is more important than ever due to the 
fear, hatred and violence occurring in parts of the country, including Saturday’s white nationalist 
protest in Virginia, which included a fatal crash that some elected officials have called an act of 
domestic terrorism  

″(The arts) have a huge outsized impact we don’t really realize,” said Dick, a Virginia resident. 
“In a separate study, we found 73 percent of people say art has a positive impact on a troubled 
world. It’s one of the few things that still bring us left, right or center all together.” 

The full Americans for the Arts study, titled Arts and Economic Prosperity V, can be found 
online at www.americansforthearts.org. 


