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Homeschool students to 

perform Kipling play 

By Kyle Stucker / kstucker@seacoastonline.com  

ROCHESTER — While patrons shouldn‟t expect actual singing animals to dance across the Rochester 

Opera House‟s stage, there will be no shortage of colorful and engrossing portrayals next week during 

Homeschool Theatre Guild‟s upcoming production of The Jungle Book. 

The guild‟s latest play, “Just So, Mr. Kipling: The Jungle Book,” has four showtimes from May 25-27. In 

it, more than 30 local home-schooled actors, ranging from 12-18 years old, will bring to life a more 

dramatic version of the classic story, one in which The Jungle Book writer Rudyard Kipling‟s real life is 

just as integral to the plot as the adventures of Mowgli, Baloo and friends. 

“It‟s not the classic „Disney‟ Jungle Book,” said Alisha Tarbuck, 14, who plays Kumara the monkey. “If 

you‟ve only seen those movies, then there will definitely be quite a few surprises.” 

The play is writer Lisa Nanni-Messegee‟s dramatized take on Kipling and the individuals who influenced 

his family in England during World War I. 

In the play, Kipling, played in this production by Gabe Tarbuck, 18, receives shocking word that his only 

son is missing in action in the war. 

To distract himself from his grief, Kipling begins writing a new book. Then, suddenly, a mysterious 

young girl named Priyam appears, and Kipling begins telling her of his famous The Jungle Book story. At 

that point, tales of a boy growing up in the jungle begin to mix and run parallel with Kipling coming to 

terms with his son going to war. 

“We chose the script because it had something for everyone,” said Margaret Murray, the director and 

producer of Homeschool Theatre Guild‟s production. “There are a lot of adult themes.” 

Abigail Murray, 16, has been a part of the Guild for five productions and this year plays Baloo. She said 

the actors and stage crew have really come together and formed a strong chemistry over the years, which 

helped them get into both the subject matter as well as learn how to portray animals authentically. 

The cast worked on learning different animal mannerisms during a movement workshop, which she said 

was instrumental understanding how to imitate the gait and gestures of animals like bears, monkeys, 

buffalo, tigers and wolves. 

Murray said it helped her get her head around playing such a key character, particularly one that differed 

so greatly from the antagonist she portrayed in last year‟s production, Anne of Green Gables. 



“This year, I really had to figure out the character more because he‟s the teacher of Mowgli,” she said. 

But the actors haven‟t only been figuring out their stage characters during the show‟s 10 weeks of 

production and rehearsals. Tad Powers, 15, was one of many who said the Guild program has helped him 

better understand and feel comfortable with himself. 

“I‟ve been in four shows now, and in all others I played a human or a background character,” said Powers, 

who plays Hida the monkey. “This is the first time I‟ve broken out of my shell a lot and portrayed a 

character I wouldn‟t have even thought about doing.” 

The Homeschool Theatre Guild involves students from Rochester, Dover, Barrington, Farmington, 

Milton, Nottingham and Strafford. The Guild has been putting on productions at the Rochester Opera 

House since becoming a nonprofit in 2002. 

The students will perform “Just So, Mr. Kipling: The Jungle Book” at 7 p.m. on May 25, 10 a.m. and 7 

p.m. on May 26, and at 2 p.m. on May 27. Tickets are $5 in advance or $7 at the door. 

To learn more about the play and the guild, or to purchase tickets, visit www.homeschooltheatre.org. 
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