
 

Students to bring literature to the stage, 

with Anne of Green Gables play 

 

Alicia Maimone, 17, left, and Caroline Landry, 18, rehearse Anne of Green Gables with fellow cast 

members at Grace Community Church in Rochester. Photo by John Huff/Fosters.com 
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ROCHESTER — Students from the nonprofit Homeschool Theatre Guild are excited to bring their latest 

play, Anne of Green Gables, to the Rochester Opera House on Thursday, May 26 and Friday, May 27. 

More than 30 local students, ages 12 through 18, will perform this classic, which they say is full of 

emotional ups and downs, dynamic characters, and comedy. 

The play is based on L.M. Montgomery’s 1908 novel about an orphan girl, Anne Shirley, played by 18-

year-old Caroline Landry. 

Speaking about her role during a recent dress rehearsal, Landry talked about the vast range of emotions 

that her character portrays. 



“Going through so many highs and lows in two hours — it’s insane, it’s exhausting, but it’s worth it,” she 

said. 

For Landry, it’s her eighth production with the Homeschool Theatre Guild, and her sixth production with 

a speaking role. Due to her age, this will be the last time doing a play with the guild. 

Preparations for the play have been under way since winter, when the students auditioned for their parts 

by memorizing monologues and reading parts from the script. 

Landry said she wasn’t always excited to have Anne of Green Gables being chosen as this year’s play; 

initially, she wanted to be in a play that's based on more action. But after getting familiar with the play 

and her character, she has “really fallen in love with this play,” she said. 

“I wouldn’t want to do any other play my senior year,” said Landry. 

Landry said while rehearsing for the play, she has found many similarities between her character and 

herself. Like Anne, Landry describes herself as an impulsive and energetic person who feels things 

intensely. 

Olivia Reimers, 18, who plays town gossip Rachel Lynde, also has found parallels between herself and 

her character. 

“I am a very noisy person myself,” she said. “I tend to know everything about everybody.” 

Moriah Saddler, 18, who plays Aunt Josephine Barry, describes her character as crabby and wealthy. She 

plays the aunt of Diana Barry, played by Victoria Paquette. 

“I really enjoy scolding people in plays and I get to scold Diana quite harshly,” said Saddler. 

Many students in the play have also read the novel, and some really took a liking to it. 

“I’ve read the books, I’ve seen all the movies,” said Alicia Maimone, 17, who plays Marilla Cuthbert. She 

says the play is very emotional and a good coming of age story. 

Maimone said that she has previously taken part in an Anne of Green Gables play with another theater 

company when she was 10 years old. At that time, she played Jane Andrews. 

“I began my acting career with this play and I’m ending it with this play,” said Maimone. 

Perer Murray, 18, who plays Matthew Cuthbert, said he has read the Anne of Green Gables novel several 

times over the years. The book, he said, helped him get a good idea of how to develop his character. He 

said it helped him fill in “emotional gaps” and understand how his character develops in parts not 

included in the play. 

For Peter, 18, this is his last play with the Homeschool Theatre Guild. He recently joined the Air Force 

and hopes to begin training late summer. 

The play is directed by Margaret Murray, Peter’s mother. Margaret also has two other children in the play 

— Luke, who plays Moody MacPherson, and Abigail, who plays Josie Pye. 

Margaret said that the plays put on by the Homeschool Theatre Guild get a lot of involvement from the 

parents, who help make costumes and props, and help out with hair and makeup. 

Crew member Caleb Paquette, 14, said preparing for the play has been “ridiculously fun.” As part of his 

role in the production, he gets to drag a large boat across the stage. The boat was used in last year’s play, 

Peter Pan. It was built by Caleb’s dad, Vince. 



Vince and his wife, stage manager Heidi, are also building the Green Gables kitchen and the roof, off 

which Anne Shirley falls during the play. 

Homeschool Theatre Guild involves students from Rochester, Barrington, Farmington, Milton, 

Nottingham, and Strafford. The guild has been doing productions at the Rochester Opera House since 

becoming a nonprofit in 2002. 

The students will perform Anne of Green Gables at 7 p.m. on May 26 and May 27, and at 9 a.m. on May 

27. Tickets are $5 in advance or $7 at the door. 

To learn more about the play and the guild, or to purchase tickets, visit www.homeschooltheatre.org. 

http://www.homeschooltheatre.org/

